COLLABORATIVE EFFORT BRINGS NEW FOCUS TO ORGAN DONATION
More than 90 percent of Americans believe that organ, eye and tissue donation is the right thing to do, yet only 30 percent of those same individuals have legally and properly documented their decision to donate.  With donor registries becoming available in most states across the country and a new nationwide collaborative effort in place to fill these registries, that gap is closing.  Soon, the number of Americans who support the idea of donation and the number who have actually documented their decision will be the same.

There is an emphasis around the country to encourage people to register as a donor on their state’s donor registry. Employers, through the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services “Workplace Partnership for Life” initiative, are encouraged to include information about donation to employees in the effort to save lives.

Kentucky has a new state Donor Registry.  Currently a Kentucky resident can sign up on the Donor Registry on-line.  It is as easy as going to www.donatelifeky.org and filling out the form.  By registering, an individual is making his or her wishes known about donation, should the situation ever arise where donating the “Gift of Life” is possible.  Starting in May, an individual will be able to register when renewing their driver’s license.
For Kentuckians, joining the Kentucky Donor Registry allows your decision regarding donation to be carried through.  It enables your family members to know that you have chosen to save and enhance lives through donation.  Up to seven lives can be saved with the donation of the heart, liver, lungs, kidneys, and pancreas and up to fifty lives can be enhanced with tissue donation, including restoring sight, helping burn victims and providing bone for spinal surgeries.

With over 95,000 individuals on the national waiting list for a life-saving organ transplant, it is essential to spread  the word about Kentucky’s Donor Registry.  None of us know when it could be us, or someone close to us, needing a life-saving organ transplant.  
For more information about organ and tissue donation, please contact Kentucky Organ Donor Affiliates (KODA) at 1-800-525-3456 or go to the KODA web site www.kyorgandonor.org.
